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he city-state was the foundation of Greek society in the Hel- '« fr'
lenic Age; in the Hellenistic Age, Greek cities became subordj- e
nate to larger political units, ruled by autocratic monarchs.
Hellenistic philosophers conceived of a still broader political arrange- P
ment: a world-state in which people of different nationalities were v <
bound together by the ties of common citizenship and law that ap- ‘ o
plied to all. It was Rome’s great achievement to construct such a
world-state. S
Roman history falls into two broad periods—the Republic and the : ' ce
Empire. The Roman Republic began in 509 B.c. with the overthrow of ', hc
the Etruscan monarchy and lasted until 27-B.c., when Octavian (Au- |
gustus) became in effect the first Roman emperor, ending almost five
hundred years of republican self-government. For the next five hun- - Sk
dred years, Rome would be governed by emperors. @edlately
In 264 B.c.,, when the Roman Republic had established dominion , : = fo%md £
over the Italian peninsula, there were four other great powers in the tuarium).
Mediterranean world. Carthage controlled North Africa, Corsica, Sar- bune. taki
= dinia, and parts of Spain and Sicily. The other pOWers—Macedonia, conc?emrl(
Egypt, and Syria—were the three Hellenistic kingdoms carved out of soidiine
the empire of Alexander the Great: By 146 B.c., Rome had emerged : s atid ol
victorious over the other powers, and by 30 B.c. they were all Roman : Syett thos:
provinces. offy blow
The Roman Republic, which had conquered a vast empire, was not aHO,WEd :
destroyed by foreign armies but by internal weaknesses. In the cen- : . _the” R,
tury after 133 B.c., the senate, which had governed Rome well during . ; meo th;€
its march to empire, degenerated into a self-seeking oligarchy; it failed i o this |
to resolve critical domestic problems and fought to Preserve its own ~ b "E
power and prestige. When Rome had been threatened by foreign ene- , [sergeain]
mies, all classes united in a spirit of patriotism. This social ‘harmony e
broke down when the threat from outside diminished, and the Re- propesox
public was torn by internal dissension and civil war. troly cu
consequer
penalty a
avoiding i
. an army
I Rome’s March to World Empire é
e tribunes {
By 146 B.c., Rome had become the dominant state in the Mediterranean world. th‘e tribus
Roman expansion had occurred in three main stages: the uniting of the Italian . tribune, a
peninsula, which gave Rome the manpower that transformed it from a city- {c.omrflam
state into a great power; the collision with Carthage, from which Rome emerged e fmes
as ruler of the western Mediterranean; and the subjugation of the Hellenistic tojorder a
states, which brought Romans in close contact with Greek civilization. As ' Eo ccath
— Rome expanded territorially, its leaders enlarged their vision. Instead of re- from the.
stricting citizenship to people having ethnic kinship, Rome assimilated other st il
& peoples into its political community. Just as law had grown to cope with the }Jal e
earlier grievances of the plebeians, so it adjusted to the new situations resulting s
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from the creation of a multinational empire. The city of Rome was evolving
into the city of humanity—the cosmopolis envisioned by the Stoics.

Polybius
THE ROMAN ARMY

The discipline and dedication of the citizen-soldiers helps explain Rome’s suc-
cess in conquering a2 world empire. In the following account, Polybius tells
how the commanders enforced obedience and fostered heroism.

A court-martial composed of the tribunes im-
mediately sits to try him [a soldier}, and if he
is found guilty, he is punished by beating (fus-
tuarium). This is carried out as follows. The tri-
bune takes a cudgel and lightly touches the
condemned man with it, whereapon all the
soldiers fall upon him with clubs and stones,
and usually kill him in the camp itself. But
even those who contrive to escape are no better
off. How indeed could they be? They are not
allowed to retuin to their homes, and none of
their family would dare to receive such a man
into the house. Those who have once fallen
into this misfortune are completely and finally
ruined. The optio [lieutenant} and the decurio
[sergeant] of the squadron are liable to the
same punishment if they fail to pass on the
proper orders at the proper moment to the pa-
trols and the decurio of the next squadron. The
consequence of the extreme severity of this
penalty and of the absolute impossibility of
avoiding it is that the night watches of the Ro-
man army are faultlessly kept.

The ordinary soldiers are answerable to the

tribunes [elected military administrators} and
the tribunes to the consuls {commanders]. A
tribune, and in the case of the allies a prefect
[commander of a large unit}], has power to in-
flict fines, distrain on {confiscate} goods, and
to order a flogging. The punishment of beating
to death is also inflicted upon those who steal
from the camp, those who give false evidence,
those who in full manhood commit homosex-
ual offences, and finally upon anyone who has
been punished three times for the same of-

.

fence. The above are the offences which are
punished as crimes. The following actions are
regarded as unmanly and dishonourable in a
soldier: to make a false report to the tribune of
your courage in the field in order to earn dis-
tinction; to leave the post to which you have
been assigned in a covering force because of
fear; and similarly to throw away out of fear
any of your weapons on the field of battle. For
this reason the men who have been posted to
a covering force are often doomed to certain
death. This is because they will remain at their
posts even when they are overwhelmingly out-
numbered on account of their dread of the
punishment that awaits them. Again, those
who have lost a shield or a sword or any other
weapon on the battlefield often hurl them-
selves upon the enemy hoping that they will
either recover the weapon they have lost, or
else escape by death from the inevitable dis-
grace and the humiliations they would suffer at
home.

If it ever happens that a large body of men
break and run in this way and whole maniples
[units of 120 to 300 men} desert their posts
under extreme pressure, the officers reject the
idea of beating to death or executing all who
are guilty, but the solution they adopt is as ef-
fective as it is terrifying. The tribune calls the
legion {large military unitl on parade and
brings to the front those who are guilty of hav-
ing left the ranks. He then reprimands them
sharply, and finally chooses by lot some five or
eight or twenty of the offenders, the number
being calculated so that it represents about a
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tenth! of those who have shown themselves
guilty of cowardice. Those on whom the lot has
fallen are mercilessly clubbed to death in the
manner I have already described. The rest are
put on rations of barley instead of wheat, and
are ordered to quarter themselves outside the
camp in a place which has no defences. The
danger and the fear of drawing the fatal Jo¢
threatens every man equally, and since there is
no certainty on whom jt may fall, and the pub-
lic disgrace of receiving rations of barley is
shared by all alike, the Romans have adopted
the best possible practice both to inspite terror
and to repair the harm done by any weakening
of their warlike spirit.

The Romans also have an excellent method of
encouraging young soldiers to face danger.
Whenever any have especially distinguished
themselves in a battle, the general assembles the
troops and calls forward those he considers to
have shown exceptional courage. He praises
them first for their gallantry in action and for
anything in their previous conduct which js
particularly worthy of mention, and then he
distributes gifts such as the following: to a man
who has wounded one of the enemy, a spear; to
one who has killed and stripped an enemy, a cup
if he is in the infantry, or horse-trappings if in
the cavalry—originally the gift was simply a
lance. These presentations are not made to men
who have wounded or stripped an enemy in the
course of a pitched battle, or at the storming of a
city, but to those who during a skirmish or some

!This custom is the origin of the word decimate from the
Latin decem, ten.

Livy

similar situation in which there i no necessity
to engage in single combat, have voluntarily
and deliberately exposed themselves to danger.

At the storming of a city the first man to
scale the wall is awarded a crown of gold. In
the same way those who have shielded and
saved one of their fellow-citizens or of the al-
lies are honoured with gifts from the consul,
and the men whose lives they have preserved
present them of their own free will with a
crown; if not, they are compelled to do so by
the tribunes who judge the case. Moreover, a
man who has been saved in this way reveres his
fescuer as a father for the rest of his life and
must treat him as if he were a parent. And so
by means of such incentives even those who
stay at home feel the impulse to emulate such
achievements in the field no less than those
who are present and see and hear what takes
place. For the men who receive these trophies
not only enjoy great prestige in the army and
soon afterwards in thejr homes, but they are
also singled out for precedence in religious
processions when they return. On these occa-
sions nobody is allowed to wear decorations
save those who have been honouted for their
bravery by the consuls, and it is the custom to
hang up the trophies they have won in the
most conspicuous places in their houses, and to
regard them as proofs and visible symbols of
their valour. So when we consider this people’s
almost obsessive concern with military rewards
and punishments, and the immense impor-
tance which they attach to both, it is not sur-
prising that they emerge with brilliant success
from every war in which they engage.

THE SECOND PUNIC WAR:- THE THREAT

FROM HANNIBAL

In 264 B.c., Rome, which had just completed irs conquest of Italy, went to war
with Carthage, the dominant power in the western Mediterranean. A threat to
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which to attack the cities of southern Italy, which were allied to Rome, or to in-
terfere with their trade. The First Punic War (264-241 B.C.) was a grueling con-
flict; drawing manpower from its loyal allies, Rome finally prevailed. Carthage
surrendered Sicily to Rome, and three years later Rome seized the large islands
of Corsica and Sardinia, west of Italy, from a weakened Carthage.

Carthaginian expansion in Spain led to the Second Punic War (218-201 B.C.).
The Carthaginian army was led by Hannibal (247-183 B.c.), whose military ge-
nius impressed and frightened Rome. Hannibal brought the battle to Rome by
leading his seasoned army, including war elephants, across the Alps into Italy.

Hannibal demonstrated his superb generalship at the battle of Cannae in 216
B.C., where the Carthaginians destroyed a Roman army of sixty thousand. Han-
nibal removed some of his soldiers in the center and commanded the thin line
to retreat as the Romans charged. Believing that the enemy was on the run, the
Romans continued their headlong thrust into the Carthaginian center. Then,
according to plan, Carthaginian troops stationed on the wings attacked the Ro-
man flanks and the cavalry closed in on the Roman rear, completely encircling
the Roman troops. News of the disaster, one of the worst in the Republic’s
history, brought anguish to Romans, who feared that Hannibal would march

“on the capital itself. Adding to Rome’s distress was the desertion of some of its

Italian allies to Hannibal. In the following passage, the Roman historian Livy
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(59 B.C.—A.D. 17) giescribes the mood in Rome after Cannae.

... Never, without an enemy actually with-
in the gates, had there been such terror and
confusion in the city {Romel. To write of it
is beyond my strength, so I shall not attempt
to describe what any words of mine would
only make less than the truth. In the previous
year a consul and his army had been lost

“at Trasimene {location of an overwhelming de-

feat for Rome], and now there was news not
merely of another similar blow, but of a mul-
tiple calamity—two consular armies annihi-
lated, both consuls! dead, Rome left without a
force in the field, without a commander, with-
out a single soldier, Apulia and Samnium {two
provinces in southern Italy] in Hannibal’s
hands, and now nearly the whole of Italy over-
run. No other nation in the world could have
suffered so tremendous a series of disasters, and
not been overwhelmed. It was unparalleled
in history: the naval defeat off the Aegates is-
lands,* a defeat which forced the Carthagini-

IThe consuls servgd dual offices as elected magistrates of
Rome in peacetime and commanders-in-chief of the Ro-

man army.
#The end of the First Punic war in 241 B.C.

4

ans to abandon Sicily and Sardinia and suffer
themselves to pay taxes and tribute to Rome;
the final defeat in Africa to which Hanni-
bal himself afterwards succumbed—neither
the one nor the other was in any way compara-
ble to what Rome had now to face, except in
the fact that they were not borne with so high

a courage.
The praetors? Philus and Pomponius sum-
moned the Senate3 to meet . . . to consider the

defence of the City, as nobody doubted that
Hannibal, now that the armies were de-
stroyed, would attack Rome—the final opera-
tion to crown his victory. It was not easy to
work out a plan: their troubles, already great
enough, were made worse by the lack of firm
news; the streets were loud with the wailing
and weeping of women, and nothing yet be-
ing clearly known, living and dead alike were
being mourned in nearly every house in the

2Praetors were magistrates who governed the city of Rome
when the consuls were absent.

3The senate, originally drawn from the patrician caste, was
the true ruler of Rome. It advised the magistrates on all
matters of public policy.




