
Annotating 101


Good and Bad Examples




Can you identify this common annotating problem??


Hint: When you 
highlight or 
underline, you 
MUST add a 
comment!  Tell 
WHY it was 
important 
enough to 
highlight or 
underline!




Can you identify this common annotating problem??


Hint: Can you 
see the 
annotations?  
Not really?  
When 
annotating, use 
a colorful pen 
rather than 
pencil – your 
annotations 
will stand out 
on the page!




Can you identify this common annotating problem??


Hint: Writing 
one longer 
comment 
across most 
of a margin 
doesn’t 
really tell you 
where on the 
page the 
important 
passage was – 
use brackets 
or underline 
to identify the 
area you are 
commenting 
on!




Can you identify this common annotating problem??


Hint: Add detail 
to your 
annotations!  If 
you only write 
general words 
(like “character” 
or “theme”) you 
won’t be able to 
remember WHICH 
character or 
theme you were 
noting!




What’s good about this example?




What about annotating Author Bios?


Fiction	Annotations	
ü  Lit.	Elements	
ü  Theme	
ü  Character	

Development	
ü  Plot	Structure	

	

Author	Bio	Annotations	
ü  Significant	info	about	

author	
ü  Life	events	that	

impact	writing	
ü  Info	about	author’s	

style/type	of	writing	
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